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Korean American Coalition, Korean American Association of Greater Georgia, Asian Pacific American Council 

of Georgia , Association of Chinese Professionals, Organization of Chinese Americans, and Chinese Business 

Association of Atlanta, Disappointed by Committee Passage of SB 67 

The House Committee on Motor Vehicles today passed Senate Bill 67, a bill which would eliminate all foreign 

languages on the written portion of the permanent driver’s test and require that all such exams be provided 

only in English.   

Six key Asian Pacific American organizations in Georgia -- The Korean American Coalition (KAC), Korean American 

Association of Greater Georgia (KAAGA), Asian Pacific American Council of Georgia (APAC), Association of 

Chinese Professionals (ACP), Organization of Chinese Americans (OCA), and Chinese Business Association of 

Atlanta (CBAA) – are all deeply disappointed in the vote of the Committee today and stand united in their 

opposition to SB 67.  “We in the APA community are standing united against this Bill because it sends the wrong 

message to the foreign businesses in this State, to the international community, and to hard-working Limited 

English Proficient (LEP) citizens and residents of Georgia,” stated David Yang, President of the Korean American 

Coalition. 

KAC, with support from other organizations, presented more than 100 letters signed by concerned citizens of 

Georgia, non-profit organizations, church groups, business groups and student organizations to the Committee 

this afternoon. 

Senator Jack Murphy, a co-sponsor of SB 67 who represents Forsyth and Cherokee counties, testified that this 

bill was not an “anti-immigration” bill but one founded on the assumption that LEP persons posed safety risks on 

the road, despite the fact that they have to pass the road sign test in English.   

“Chairman Murphy failed to provide any statistical support to show LEP drivers negatively impact safety on the 

roads, failed to provide any testimony by law enforcement officials or the Department of Drivers Services to 

support his argument, and even remarked that certain illiterate citizens of Georgia would be excepted from the 

written portion of the exam,” said Helen Kim, who testified on behalf of KAC, “so his safety argument just didn’t 

make much sense to me.” 



Kia Motors has already built a $1.2 billion dollar plant in LaGrange, Georgia, and directly employs more than 

2,500 workers.  SANY Corporation, a Chinese heavy equipment company, has invested approximately $30 

million dollars to its project in Peachtree City, and expects to bring 600 jobs to the State.  Both companies have 

been quoted as picking Georgia in part for being business-friendly and ‘international.’  

“SB 67 sends the wrong message to these companies that are investing money and creating jobs in this State – 

Georgia’s participation in the new global economy demands that we send a message of inclusiveness and 

hospitality to all those that invest, live and work in Georgia,” said Alfred Yin, a member of OCA and APAC that 

testified at the Hearing.   

When Georgia’s unemployment rate is at an all time high at 9.3%, we want the legislators to pass laws that 

promote and increase jobs, and promote fiscal security and stability in families.   

Jay Eun, President of KAAGA, noted additional concern over passage of SB 67: “Drivers’ licenses are a valid form 

of identification that the majority of people use to get their bank accounts opened, apply for government 

benefits, etc.  Drivers’ licenses not only allow one to drive but are also the most widely accepted form of 

government identification.” 

SB 67 also goes against Federal laws that require all state agencies that accept federal funds, like the 

Department of Drivers’ Services, to provide reasonable accommodation to LEP persons.   “We’re not asking for 

any ‘special’ accommodation, but asking only that our State comply with Federal law and continue to provide 

the written examination in different languages, in line with the vast majority of States,” said Willy Blanco, 

President of APAC. 

The Bill goes to the Rules Committee on Wednesday and may go to the full House for a vote as early as 

Thursday.  “We will continue to be vigilant and work with our sister groups and other organizations against this 

bill,” stated Yang.  “If we do not defeat SB 67 in the House, we will petition Governor Perdue to veto the bill.”   


